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TO 
MAJOR CARTWRIGHT. 


LETTER VI. 


ae 


| The release of the eleven English Offi- 


cers at Philadelphia.— The prospects \ 
of Freedom in South America.-— 
Sir Francis Burdett in Ireland. 


North Hampstead, Long Island, 
January 5, 1918. 


‘My Dear Siz, 


Before I enter upon the subjects of 


this letter, as above stated, I think it 
z oa 
right to notice two or three topics 


which are not at all connected with 
those subjects. 

First, then, begging you to aecept of 
my kindest congratulations on your 
entrance into a new year, let me ex- 
press my hope, that this year will 
prove more disgraceful. to the Bo- 
roughmongers than the year. which 
has just closed During the last year 
we drove them to deeds of desperation. 
During the last year we made them 
fling off the mask and show tothe 


‘loyal of those days 


of deeds far surpassing those of Emp- 
son and Duptey; and let me hope 
that the time is fast approaching, 
when we shall have to remind them, 
that Empson and Dupiey were hang- 
ed by the neck ’till they were dead, 
notwithstanding their deeds were com- 


mitted under the sanction of Acts of 


Parliament; because those Acts of 
Parliament were contrary to Magna 

Charta ; that is ‘To say, contrary to 
the writing in which the liberties of 
Englishmen are recorded; which li- 
** birthright,” and 
cannot legally be 


berties are their 
which birthright 
taken away, or encroached upon, 

The English newspapers tell me, 
that the Princess CuARLOTTE of 
Wates is dead, and that she has left 
no child. There is a passage some- 
where in Pore, which describes the 
as being éembar- 
rassed in an extreme degree upon the 
death of the King. They. loved the 
King that was dead, as well as his 
successor, 80 sincerely, that they knew 


not how to lament the death of the one, 


so great was their anxiety to show un- 


world, that. they really were .the ty- ‘clouded joy at the accession of the 


rants that we had always described 
During this year, we 
shall, I trust, see the foundation laid 
for the total overthrow of their base 
usurpations. During the last year 
we made them flee to the bayonet for 
Protection ; and during this year, we 
shall, I hope, convince. them, that | 
there is no. protection left for them. 
During the last year they were guilty, 


other. Similar to this embarfass- 
ment is, | suppose, that of the hypo- 


‘critical pretenders to loyalty of the 


present day. ‘They must naturally 
lament the death of the Princess 


Charlotte; but, then, the pregpect, 
which this death affords them, of see- 
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ing that gracious, benevolent, wise, 
| and humane Prince, the Duke .of 
York, come to the Throne Fs by! 
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Or, in default of every thing else, of 
seeing a King or Queen arise out of 
the marriage of that illustrious and 
amiable personage the Duke of Cum- 
berland, with his no less illustrious or 
less amiable spouse! The prospect of 
seeing consequences like these arise 
from the Princess CHARLoTTE’s death 
must bring joy into their loyal hearts, 
and make the tears for the Princess 
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the death of the Prineess CHARLorre 
of Waxes. And | am of opinion that 
that event will tend to good. IfI am 
asked why I think so, I answer, that, 
for the present, I do not choose to 
state that why. I am not bonnd to 
do it, and therefore I will not do it. 
Anether topic, and of much greater 
importance, is that of Mr. Sheriff 


; ° . 
Krirpy’s declaration, with regard to 


tumble down over the dimples which SPECIAL JURIES. He is reported 


this joy must bring upon their faces. 
It would be amusing to behold their | 
eapers ; but, as there is no such thing 
as beholding their capers without run- 
ning the risk of a dungeon or a gag, | 
such of us as are in this country shall 
not think it worth while to perform a 
voyage for the purpose. This event, 
however, is not a matter of small mo- 
ment. It will contribute amongst 
other things to hasten the destruction 
of despotism. It is impossible for us 
to feel either joy or sorrow at any 
event which affects any person of the 
Royal Family, unless such event also 
affect ourselves or our country. It is 
very well for the traders in newspa- 
pers to be “‘ extremely sorry” to have 
to inform their readers, that the Prince 
has some symptoms of a sore throat; 
and then to be “‘ extremely happy’’ to 
learn that his Royal Hignness has 
slept well, and has gone out on horse- 
back this morning. This is all very 
well in such persons ; but coming to 
plain truth and sincerity, and to plain 
common sense, we feel no pain; we 
feel no pleasure, with regard to per- 
sons at so great a distance from us, 
except, that, in that which has hap- 
pened to those persons we perceive 
‘that there is a something which does 
or which may affect ourselves. This, 
therefore, is the light in which I view 


to have said at a Common Hall in 
London, that he and his colleague had 
put an end to that terrible evil. The 
report cannot be correct; because 
this pest is established by Act of Par- 
iament. The worthy Sheriff cannnot 
have put an end to them; but he may 
have done much to prevent their flagi- 
tious effects, as far as regards the 
county of Middlesex. I know that 
Sir Ricwarp Puitires laboured very 
Fearnestly, while he was Sheriff, to ef- 
fect this object; and I know, also, 
that all his endeavours were frustrat- 
ed. I have heard that a Noble Lord, 
whose name has been frequently cou 
pled with ‘“ trial by jury,’ told Sir 
Ricuarp Puitups, that the Govern- 
ment would hang him if he attempted 
to meddle with Special Juries; that, 
by hook or by crook, they would 
|hang him. It appears, however, 
thet Mr. Kirsy and his colleague 
have done something in this way, 
upon which I most heartily congra- 
tulate you. Before it be long, I shall 
do myself the honour to address # 
letter to Mr. Kirey on the subject, i 
which letter I shall show how false are 
the comments which the Government 
creatures have caused to be publish- 
ed on his statement. In the meat 
| while I beg leave to offer to that ge? 








tleman and his colleague, my sinew 
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thanks. There is no subject of more 
importance than this. It is the spe- 
cial juries, which have been the great 
instrument of injustice and cruelty in 
England. That they are not juries 
according to Magna Charta and the 
Law of the Land, you well know. 
You well know that they are nomi- 
nated by a person, holding an office 
under the Crown, and removable at 
pleasure. Mr. Bentuam calls them 
packed juries ; and, if packing means 
selecting*, picking out, choosing, ar- 
bitrarily nominating by an offiecr of 
the Crown, Mr. Bentham’s definition 
is perfectly correct. 

Another topic, which TI wiil notice 
here, is, a proposed alteration in the 
Constitution of the United States. 
As to the internal affairs of this coun- 
try; as to the party disputes, and 
the like, they can be of little interest 
any where out of this country. But 
an alteration in the Constitution is a 
matter which may be well thought 
worthy of the attention of every friend 
of freedom in every country; and 
especially, if that alteration be of very 
great importance. Such is the al- 
teration which Mr. Monro bas re- 
cently proposed to the two houses of 
Congress, with regard to Seminaries 
of Learning. As the Constitution now 
Stands, the general or federal Govern- 
ment has not the power to expend 
public money upon establishments of 
this sort. Its superintenden¢e andad- 
ministration are confined to the ma- 
nagement of every thing connected 


‘ 


—. bd 
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* This calls to mind (what indeed onght 
never to be forgotten) the bold avowal of 
Mr, Justice Bailey, which Mr. Cobbett, when, 
he wroté the above, had uot heard of: * Tf, 
said Mr, Justice Bs selecting meand pack- 
“ing, the Master of the Crowa, a 
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with foreign relations. The State 
Governments manage all their own 
municipal affairs. If they choose to, 
establish Seminaries of learning, they 
do it; but the general Government, 
that is to say, the President and the 


| two Houses of Congress have no such 


To give them this power is 
what Mr. Monro wishes to be done; 
and it is whatI, for the sake of the 
liberties of this country, most earnest- 
You, who 
are so able to trace causes to effects, 
will, at once, perceive that such a 


ly wish may not be done. 


measure would add enormously to the 
power of the general Government 3 
and that it would, in fact, make a 
change in its very The 
government, once authorized to ex» 
pend the public money upon Semina- 
ries of learning, will have a source of 
patronage open to it, of far greater 
influence than all the patronage that 
it now possesses. It will have the 
appointment of all the teachers of the 
People. If you were left to choose 
the means of Jaying the sure founda- 
tion of arbitrary power, would not 
you ask, as the first thing, for the 
nomination of all the school-masters ? 
In Scotland there is no established, 
dominant Church, richly endowed, 
as tho Church of England is. But, 
for the want of this, the Government 
has taken special care to have an es- 
tablishment of national school-masters, 
all in its own appointment, and more 
servilely devoted to it thaathe Church 
of England itsel?; because, still more 
compleatty dependent upon it. Io 
[veland, when (he Government wished 
to keep down the Roman Cathelics; 


nature, 


‘toeradicate their religion, or, at least, 
their political influence, its leading 


measure was to prohibit ere Catho- 
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lics from teaching in schools. A 
system of national schools was at the 
head of the measures of NaroLEon 
for converting the French nation frem 
republicanism to au approbation of 
Royalty. The Congress are spéci- 
fically forbidden to ereet a national 
Church, or to meddle with affairs of 
religion. But, if the Congress have 
the power of establishing national 
schools, and 6f choosing the school- 
masters, to what end will this judici- 
ous precaution have been adopted. 
It is not the religion of our Church 
that the Government cares about; 
the politics of the Church; and we 
may be well assured that the politics 
of the American national schools will 
always be on the side of power, or, 
of what is called regular and strong 
government. It isin vain to pretend 
that priests will not be teachers in these 
schools. The Jesuits have been ac- 
cused of hatching a regular system 


it is 


for the undermining and corrupting 


the principles of youth. But, 
though this accusation be just, 
every priest is a Jesuit as far 


as relates toa desire of gaining the 
minds of youth. All priests have ne- 


cessnrily the desire of influencing the 
minds of others, 


calling they have a disposition to be 
teaching. 


men of understanding. 


be the teachers. 


learned languages will be taught. 


‘Who learn these languages? Men who 
hesome \awyers, physicians, and priests, 
Tbe lawyers and physicians cannot 


To Mason Cartwrigut. 











Women and children are 
the materials that they like to work 
upon. Next tothe Devil, they dread 
In short, 
priests of some sort or other, as long 
as there are priests in a country, will 
Then, you will ob- 
serve, that, in these Seminaries, the 
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carry on school-mastering conjointly 
with their professions ; but the priests 
most conveniently can; and with this 
pecullar advantage, that the more suc. 
cess they have in the pulpit, the more 
crowded will be their school. Ifa 
man arrive at a sreat knowledge in 
the mathematics, or any other branch 
of science, and be not a priest at the 
sane time, he naturally applies his 
knowledge as an architect, a surveyor, 
an engineer, a chemist; aud -he does 
not become a school-master; but the 
priest is your man of every day work. 
Six days shall he labour in teaching 
how to analyse gun-powder, erect bat- 
teries and level cannons, and the se- 
venth shall he preach the Gospel of 
peace. Iam aware that there would 
be professors of all the sciences ; but, 
the priests would have ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of the influence. All the 
drudgery would fall to their share. 
They would take the mind im its ia- 
fancy; and, though there might be 
priests of every sect under heaven; 
though there might be forty priests of 
forty different sects. in one single Se- 
minary ; and though no two of them 
might agree upon any one essential 


point of that religion which they all 
From their very | 


profess, still the whole forty would be 
unanimous in their polftical bias and 
opinions; and the first thing they 
would impress upon the iffant mind 
would be, “ to order itself lowly and 
** reverendly to its pastors and mas- 
*< ders ;” and to regard as infidel and 
rebellious, every sentiment in oppo- 
sition to the measures or the will of 
the general government. For these 
reasons, and for many others which I 
could give, I most anxiously hope that 





the people of this country will no 
suffer the alteration proposed, law 
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far from believing that Mr. Monro 
has these consequences in his eye ; for 
[ believe that very few men ‘in the 
country are more sincere friends of 
freedom. It is a love of learning. A 
desire to further the growth of the arts 
and sciences in America, by which, | 
am sure, he is actuated. But, as | 
am very certain, that the effects would 
be such as I have described, I hope 
the project will be abandoned. Mat- 
ters, in this respect, are very weil as 
they are. Or, rather, forced contri- 


' butions to support schools have gone 


quite far enough. Whoever has the 


- appointment of a sehool-master, and 
| the paying of that school-master out 


of the public money, has a great deal 
of power in his hands. It may be 


| very well questioned, whether it be 

_ wise in any people to delegate this sa- 
» cred*trust to any body. One would 
' have thought, that the history of the 


Lancastrian and national schools in 
England was sufficient to make men 


_ think before they entertained inten- 
tions of a further delegation of this 


trust in America. LANcASTER’S pro- 


ject was laughed at, at first; but, 


when it was perceived the progress that 
he was making, forth marched the Bo- 
roughmongers, under the banners of 
the Church. De For says, 

“ Wherever God erects a house of pray’r, 

“ The Devil’s sure to have a Chapel there ; 

* And ’tis ws « tay on gen’ral compntation, 
“ The latter has the larger Congregation.” 


_In the case just mentioned, however, 


the fact was different ; for our geod 
okd Mother Church soon out-stripped 
the Sectarians, and left them in a very 
small minority. ‘This vas teaching the 
children, LANcAsTER said, out of pure 
spite; but, no matter for that: the 
Church beat him; and, though the 
consequences may not answer ‘the in- 
tended purpose, still we see in this 
history the great importance attached 
to this work of teaching, by meh whose 
Principal ebject is, to uphold regular 
and strong government. I believe that 
every Seminary of learning, established 
by any Government, and supported by 
2 forced contribution upon Re people 


at large, isa greatevil. The desire to 


education, is so natural to all parents, 
and is so strongly backed by that pa- 
ternal partiality, which marks. out 
every child for excellence in the way 
of learning and genius. Every child 
of every fond father and mother is an 
eighth wonder of the world. All this 
is sO natural, and it is so generally 
prevalent, that the people, if left to 
themselves, would find the proper 
teachers for their children, and this 
part of education would come un- 
mixed with any torturing of the mind 
as' to réligion or polities. But at any 
rate, if Governments will be forcing 
some part of the people to assist in 
giving learning to the children of other 
parts of the people, let tie whole people 
together take care that money is not 
taken from them on this pretence in 
order to form a source of patronage, 
which they never intended to lodge in 
the hands of their Government.—I 
cannot quit this subject without no- 
ticing again what I once noticed in a 
Register written in England; namely, 
the appointment of chaplains, by the 
two Houses of Congress. When I 
lived in. Philadelphia, the Senate, at 
the beginning of each Session, used to 
choose its chaplain by vote, from 
emongst the priests of the Episcopal 
Church ; and the House of Represen. 
tatives from amongst the Presbylerian 
priests. ‘This appeared to me to be 
somewhat inconsistent on the part ofa 
Legislature, which was positively for. 
bidden to do any thing in the way 
of forming a Religious Establishment, 
To put the Episcopal Church always 
uppermost appeared to be a pretty 
direct avowal of the superiority, or 
dominance, of that Sect or Church, 
In this light the matter seems to have 
been seen by the Presbyterians, also ; 
for, I afterwards read in an American 


newspaper, that, in consequence ofa 


representation upon the subject, the 
parties had come to a compromise, and 
that it was agreed by the two houses 
to have prayers read to them by the 





priests of the two Sects, éurn about ; 


[300 


see their children what is called men of 





























oF nti, MENTO Pe i 
react : = 
: owe 
j 






301] To Mason Cartwricut. [302 508 


so that egch Househad a Presbyterian | but, they pay taxes, and they help to kep 
prayer one day, and an Episcopalian | pay: these chaplains, too. In short, reac 
prayer the next day, which, taking the | the whole of the Sects ought to senda Hi man 
thing altogether, formed, perhaps, as| chaplain to each Ilouse, and, if the sack 
amusing a scene‘as is tobe met within | Session does not last aboye three Bi fylly 
almost any drama that one has hap- | months, and if the practice of alternate lain: 
pened to read, or behold. Whether} prayer be continued, each House aco 
this practice be continued to the pre- | might have the benefit of hearing a ginn 
sent hour, | know not; but, if it be, | prayer from a different Sect every day mat! 
I should be glad to know, from any | of the Session. Far be it from me to ‘hin 
Member of ‘ ongress who has a minute | question either the propriety or the efi. BiB rres 
or two to throw away, upon what} cacy of these Legislative prayers. But, am ; 
ground it is, that a preference is given | if the two Houses stand in need of this ed 
to these two Sec/s, while it is as noto- | ghostly assistance, it appears tome to He I] 
rious as is the traflicking in seats ina | be rather hard to refuse it to the Pree Bi with 
certain Assembly, which, for decency’s | sideat. H@is one branch of the Con. Bi maix 
sake, shall be nameless, that there are} gress, lis assent is necessary to the the | 
more than a score of Sects of Chris- | passing of every law. — In certain cases Ir 
tians amongst the Citizens of these | his sole voice is sufficient to preventa Bithe 

States. For me, indeed, who hold | law being passed; and he has, be you. 
myself bound to give no encourage. | sides, the, weighty executive duties to aif 
ment directly or-indirectly, to any re-| perform. _ If ghostly assistance be, n ¢ 
ligion except that, which has been es- | then, necessary to the two Houses, Barre: 
tablished by Act-of Parliament, and | the President ought, of course, to havea Bipros 
the creeds and doctrines of which, | priest continually at hiselbow.Aboveall BiGen 
and the ritual, and every thing be- things, a prayer ought to be said before been 
longing to it, are rendered plain and | he puts his handtean Act. Te be sure, pri 
tangible by agood clear ‘* Whereas” | to quarter upon hima priest from.every bud 

at the out-set ; and by distinct enact- | Sect, might be attecded with some hit. Main ti: 
snents and provisions, dressed forth | tle domestic inconvenience ;_ and, iv Biegent! 
‘with all the * saids’? and other law- | those cases where the utterance of Ou, 
like words, and with no Jack of repe- | the prayer must await the motion of Hitke | 
tition ; 1, who hold to this religion, | the spirit, delays might be occasioned. een 
and take it all as itis ready fashioned | But still, consistency requires all this. ‘ou 

forme; I, of course, must give a de- | Our Prince Regent has his chaplains HJ udg: 
cided preference to this religion; and jin ordinary arm his chaplains extraor- ed | 
it is my duty, also, not only not to | dinary, amounting to several scores if istr 
encourage or countenance any other, | number; so that he can never be at 2 pudg 
but to discountenance and discourage | loss. He can never be taken short: Dr m 
all others... But, the Congress is under | The moment be wants a prayer he cae rem: 
no such bond or obligation. Itis the | have it. Each Mouse of Parliament rict” 
representative of Methodists, Muggle. | has a chaplain continually in attend: he J 
tonians, Shakers, Jumpers, Unita- ance,and their operations, being gene espe 
rians, and of all the endless variety | rally performed. before the Members Biton ¢ 
which Christian professors exhibit to | arrive, neyer occasion any delays. . As ach 
that Founder who said, that there was | for the Regent, one of his chaplains he s 
one Lord, one Christand one Chugch. lis always in waiting. “These gevtie Hire, | 
I should be glad to know, why the | men take the duty turn about, as ce he ge 
Shakers should not send a chaplain to | tincls, sent out from a guard-honse Bae" b: 
the Congress as well as the Episcopa- |} They do not, indeed, stand at, the cor 
lians and Presbyterians. The Quakers, |door of the Prince's apartment, but BPbing 
too, why should they not be heard in | have a room of their own, where thtY he e 
their tura? The Unitarians might, in- Fdine, with their friends, upom good pears 
deed, be sent to the Devil, as Deists ; | roast-beef and port, and are thu Mmpien 
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fmankind. This would suit the Cos- 


fully! But, then, our Prince’s chap- 


matier; but I must add, that, as 


gress, as far as relates to religion, I 


the main subjects of my letter. 
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kept in good case, and constantly 
ready for a fight with the enemy of 


sack Priests of New England delight- 


lains are all of one Church. There is 
aconsistency in the thing from the be- 
ginning to the end. I shall quit this 


things are now managed by the Cou- 


am amongst those, who cannot be call- 
ed their admirers. 

Having despatched these matters, 
with regard to which I could not re- 
main wholly silent, [now come to 


In my third letter to you, dated on ; 
the eighth of December, I informed 
you, that cleven gentlemen, being 

alf-pay officers or otherwise recently 
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ordered a Special Court to be held in 
Dec. And, at this Court, the Grand 
Jury threw out the Bill against them. 
The conduct of the Attorney Gen- 
eral upon this occasion affords pretty 
good ground for believing, that the 
office of Attorney General is not, of 
all things in the world, the best cal. 
culated, in any country, to make men 
extremely modest or merciful. Be. 
fore | proceed any further, [ will lay 
before you some authentic documents, 
relative to this subject, ‘The first is 
the copy of a letter from Mr. BAcor, 
our Envoy to the United States, ad 
dressed to the gentlemen in prison, 
The second is the copy of a letter 
from Mr. Jonn Quincy Avams, the 
Secretary of State, to Mr. Bacor, in 
consequence of the receipt of a me. 
morial from the imprisoned officers, 





n th service in England, had been 


arrested at Philadelphia, and at the 
prosecutién of the District Attorney 


rencral of the United States, had 
een imprisoned to await their trial in 
prilnext. The cause of their arrest 
sid imprisonment was stated to you 
in the letter here referred to. These 
gentlemen are, [ am happy to iaform 
ou, now released, in consequence of 
be Bill presented against them having 
een thrown out by a Grand Jury. 
ou should be informed, that the 
yudges of the Government of the Uni- 
ed States are, some of them, called 
istrict Judges, and others of them, 


which memorial had been transmitted 
to the Secretary through Mr. Bacor. 
The third document is a copy of a 
letter from Mr. Incersorr, the Dis- 
trict Attorney General to Mr. Apams, 
and which ietter is stated by Mr. 
Avams to be an answer in reference 
to the memorial. In the reading of 
these documents you will feel great 
satisfaction in ob-erving that the Eng. 
lish minister and the English consul 
appear not only to have done their 
duty, but, to have so acted as to con- 
vince you, that they feel no enmity 
towards that cause in which the perse. 
cuted military gentlemen are so lau- 


Judges of the Supreme Court. One | dably engaged. I beg you to mark 


br more of these Judges of the Su- 
treme Court generally assist the Dis. 
rict Judge, or, rather, is assisted by 
he District Judge, in each District 
‘spectively. And, in this distribu- 
ion of the business of Jurisprudence, 
ach State forms ascparate District. 
he stated times for holding the Courts 
te, September and April; so that 
he gentlemen before mentioned, hav- 
"g been arrested in October, would,. 
cording to the regular course of 
hings, have remained in prison until 
he eleventh of April, though it ap- 
pears that they had been guilty of no 
fence whatever against the laws. 


well the tone and spirit of Mr. Incer- 
sott’s letter; which, as far as I-can 
make English of it, is an invective, 
not less bitter against the District 
Judge than against the English officers 
themselves. However, let me ‘not an- 
ticipate. When you have read the 
documents, I shall have to trouble 
you with some observations upon se- 
veral parts of this gentlemaun’s curious 
composition. 


in Prison. 
“* Washington, December 5ih, i817. 
© GENTLEMEN, 

‘‘T greatly regret that it should 








“ut, Mr. Peters, the District , Fadge, 


Mr. Bacot’s Letler to the Gentlemen - 


** not have been in ny power to give | 
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‘© you earlier information of the re- 
“sult of the application which I 
“made on the 6th of last month to 
‘‘the American Government in your 
** behalf. 

‘<I now enclose to you the copy of 
‘*a letter which I received, on the 
‘* 2d instant, from the Secretary of 
‘* State, transmitting to me the copy 
** of a report which has been received 
*‘ at his Department from the Attor- 
‘ney of the United States for the 
“district of Pennsylvania, upon 
** the subject of your arrest and com- 
** mitment. I abstain from making 
** any remarks upon the nature of this 
‘report; but you will not be sur- 
‘+ priged at learning, that, under the 
‘* representations which it contains, 
** the American Government does not 
** conceive itself warranted in taking: 
‘*any measures which may interfere 
** with the ordinary proceedings of 
** the law. 


* It is, however, still to be hoped | 


** that its extreme rigour will in some 
** degree be mitigated, and that you 
** may expect to have the advantage 
‘© of an early trial. 

* Upon the receipt of your letter 
‘Sof the 22d of November, which 
«did not reach me ‘till the 30th, J 
‘immediately waited upon Mr. 
«* Adams, and represented to him the 
«* personal inconveniences, and hard- 
* ships to which you. were exposed in 
** your confinement; and I requested 
‘«« that directions might be given, tnat 
** such alleviation should be afforded 
** of your condition in these respects, 
** as might consist with your situation 
‘in jife, and the peculiar circum- 
*‘stanees of your case. Mr. Adams 
‘‘ assured me that, upon the receipt 
‘of my letter of the 6th of last 
** month, instructions had been given 
**to the district attorney directing 
*‘ that every accommodation of this 
“kind, which was within the compe- 
** tency of the exeeutive Government 
*“to extend, should be afforded you. 

**] have the honour to be, Gen- 
‘* demen, your most obediant, humble 
* servant, 


4 


{ 


" 





** Cuar.es Bacert.” 


To Masog CARTWRIGHT. [30 


‘To rue Ricut HoNouRaBie 
‘* CHaReEs Bacor. 


Department of State, Washington, 
December 1st, \817. 


“<< Sir, 

“The memorial of sundry British 
‘© officers, confined in prison at Phi- 
** Jadelphia, upon a charge of having 
‘“ violated the laws of the United 
“States, by prepamng within the 
‘United States a Military expe- 
‘dition against Spain, which ac. 
‘“companied your letter of the 
“6th of last month, was imme- 
“diately transmitted to the Attor. 
‘“ney of the United States for the 
‘‘ district of Pennsylvania, and | 
‘‘ havye-now the honour to enclose a 
** copy of his answer in reference to 
‘it, from which you will perceive 
‘* that there are in the memorial some 
‘very material errors in the state- 
‘ment of the facts, and that every 
“thing has been done within the 
** competency of the executive Go- 
‘ vernment to alleviate the condition 


‘‘ of the persons in question, whose- 


“conduct in relation to the laws of 
‘* this union, had neeessarily become 
“the subject of investigation and 
* decision by the judicial tribunals. 
‘‘Thave, &e. 
(Signed) “ John Quincy Adams.” 


Mr. INeERSOLL TO Mr. ADAMS, 
“ Philadelphia, Nov. 15th, 1817. 

“« Sir, 

‘‘T have now the honour to report 
*‘ to your department a statement of 
‘* the circumstances of the arrest and 
** detention of several British officers 
‘* in confinement at Philadelphia. On 
“the 27th of October the Spanish 
** Consul brought to my office Mr. 
** John Williams, a British subject, 
*‘ who, the same day made affidavit 
*‘ before a Magistrate, that the Brig 
** Ellen, laden with a great quantity 
‘ef ready made clothing, together 
‘* with arms and accoutrements. 
‘* appointments and equipments col- 
** plete for one or mere regiments of 
‘< cavalry, for the revolutionary army 
‘in South Ameri¢a, dropped’ dow? 
“ the river Delaware from the port ¢ 
‘‘ Philadelphia that day for she po 
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«pose of sailing on-the said warlike 


expedition; that Colonel Need.) 


“ham, Captain. Perkins, Captain 

‘Ferrier, Captam Holland, Surgeon 

“Bry. Lieutenant George Stacey, 
“Lieutenant Richard Stacey, Lieu- 
“tenant Beaix, Lieutenant Web- 
“ster, and Lieutenant Parkes were 
‘either on board of the Ellen or at- 
‘tached to her, about to depart on 
“the said warlike expedition; that 
‘the said persons had, within the 
‘limits of the United States, being 
“ knowingly coneerned in the furnish- 
“ing and fitting out the said Brig 
“ Ellen, with mtent to co-operate in 
‘‘ warlike measures.in the service of 
‘certain foreign states, climes and 
‘‘ people, to Wit: some one or more 
‘** of the revolted colonies of Mexico, 
*‘ or South America, against the sub- 
“jects of a State with whom the 


_ “© United States are at peace, to wit : 


“Spain; and that the said persons 
“then held commissions from. some 
‘foreign government or person, for 
‘the purpose of enabling them to 
‘wage war against Spain, and that 
‘the said persons had within the 
‘territory aud jurisdiction of the 
‘ UnitedStates, being knowingly con- 
“cerned in adding to the equépmeni 
‘ solely applicable to war, of the said 
. Brig Ellen: 
‘ This aflidavit you will perceive, 
. Si, complicated the accused in 
“ charges of having violated, jirst the 
“ third Section of the Act of Congrese 
“dated the 5th June 1794, entitled 
‘an Act in addition to the Act for 
“the punishment of certain crimes 
“against the United States;’ second, 
“ the fifth Section of the same Act of 
Congress; third, the first Section of 
“the Act of Congress dated the third 
of March .1817, entitled, ‘an Act 
‘ more effectually to. preserve the 
“neutral relations of the United 
States.’ 
“On this. affidavit the Magistrate 
“ issued his wargant on the afternoon 
s of a, 27th ultimo. All the accused 


apprehended , that evening 
‘except "Mr. Ferrier, who. escaped 


Marcu 7, 1818. 
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‘** by flight, from the pursuit of the 
*¢ Marshall and his deputies, to whom 
** the service of the process was ins 
‘“trusted, Mr. Ferrier was after- 
‘* wards taken on the 29th of the 
month. The others enjoyed the 
‘legal opportunity of a full exami- 
nation of Mr. Williams, and another 
‘* witness against them, Mr. Petér 
** Hogan, another of their military 
** comrades, then for the first time 
‘+ appearing, with both of whom the 
officers were confronted.in the Ma- 
‘+ gistrate’s office, during a thorough 
‘+ investigation of the causes of the 
‘¢ proceeding. This result was his 
‘* satisfaction in those causes, and 
‘* their commitment to prison as they 
declared their inability to give bail. 
** On the morning of the 29th of 
** October having in the interim pro- 
‘cured counsel, as I understand, 
‘through the agency of the British 
‘¢ Consul, they applied by petition to 
‘the Circuit Cotrt of the United 
‘* States for the district then in Session, 
‘‘ fora writ of Habeas Corpus which 
‘¢ was immediately awarded, and made 
‘¢ returnable the same alternoon, that 
being the time fixed by the counsel 
of the applicants. At the timeshus 
** appointed the regular business of the 
‘¢ Court was suspended for two days, 
‘* during which the cause of commit- 
“* ment was elaborately enquired into, 
“a great many witnesses examined 
‘* on both sides, the case deliberately 
‘discussed and considered. It ap- 
‘¢ peared in evidence that the accused 
“‘had openly embodied themselves, 
‘‘ together with Messrs. Williams and 
‘ Hogan, in the course of last Sum- 
‘mer at Brussels, as oflicers of a 
‘cavalry regiment te be employed 
‘in the services of the revolutionists 
“* of South America; that, not finding 
‘‘ a direct conveyance from Antwerp, 
‘* where they embarked, to any place 
‘cin the péighbourhood of thé head- 
“ quarters of General Bolivar, they 
“sailed on board of an American 
“vessel for the United States, in 
** order to. proceed from here to the 
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&breucht wih them (each man) 2 
6 come cavalry eqgeipme': tet 
& ges comtinwced m@ the erwmaz! or- 
“ geezer of ther capeditier Un ted 
op 2 milter, bard. m ths coen'ry, 
“eed ths city. where they were 
* drvlied evers ‘das, at the Uoclonel’s 
* bes ‘quarters. m Ba litary Crscipitme : 
“ke: (elosel Needham ied re- 
& ephieted Mr. Hoge im this cowstry. 
“te serve je bis regiment ie Ss = 


A> erica; that ther pasaces were 


— . . ~ 
e 2 


“ali :2ken amc gard for on DearGc OF } 
“the bre biien. = sase owners con- | 
“ 


tracied to exr-'y them with stores. 
“end bad constrecies temporary 
“Stirihs fer their seccommodztion 
% @erme the vovare: that the bric 
% Flien w2s clandestively loaded with 


“iarce quantities of 


"ww =P 
~ 


sDD- Jer. 
< muskets, pistols mana $ ar 
“shot, military Cloizime, Crum: and 
trumpets, with 2 ~ ered manifes: 
“ cleared out ostensrh b] for Sorinam 
“bat realiy for Laguira, should it be 
“fouod in the possession of the Re- 
&@ go utienrt:. 

“ I¢ further appeared ia evidence, 
& ¢hat while on board of the American 
& vessel, in which the accused came 
“fran Antiwero to 
+ several of thom. if not all. had beer 
“guilty of what ovr law denominates 
“ geseit on the 
“ finement of the master of the vessel 
" which they were passengers. 

* Thas, bes: des the three specific 
o Peo disclosed by the affidavit 
“on winch their commitment was 
“< founded, it appeared that they were 
«< liable to mdictment for, first, a Vio- 
‘* Jauon of the second section of the 
* Act of Concress before mentioned, 


5 


“violation of the eighth section of 
“the Act of Congress dated the 30th | 
“ Apri 1790, enutied am Act for the 
** punishmeni of certain crimes against | 
“the United States ;—thira, a viola- | 


“ion of the twelfth section of a 


“ last mentoned Act of Congress. 
* Afier hearmg ail that could be | 
“ said by emiment counted in their be- 


“half, the Court pronounced its opi- | 





bigh seas, and con- ' 


~ peom that there wes cause for cb: 
-- ont taper. and ordered the peo. 
* papers to be remanded te prosem un. 
< Jeas they cave hast each ope mm the 
“ som of S20 dollars for eppearamn 
“+ gt the tame o° travel 

“ Not having been able to aff? 
‘¢hes Sail. as I soppese, they hare 

ance remomec om comfipeme: 
-* Their rrettmemt m costody. and uw 

all tumes end «mn 2 themes sem 
~ their arrest. I have reas tw Deere. 
** bas been remarted br the iberality 
* and moculzences which characterr: 
“the mmst.tenons amd officers of ths 
** couptry to men a esch situstiens- 
“ end. edverting to the severe pece- 
“mary penaltees m addition to th: 
- personal pomshments wih which 
- the diferent sections of the vielated 
sceimst the made 
“meahors in question, you will no 
fail to observe, thet the bail was 
“ Bxed Dy the UCourt at the most me- 
‘** derate amount. The Present my 
“rest assured. Sir, thet nothing hes 
“been or will be omitted t allevinte 
“‘ their predicament. Their custo¢y 
“as as iberal as rs compatible wrth 


“! 


saVS are artpec 


—_ ihe deter HIeOn hor trial 


- - 7 > 
@ “ it happened quite unfortonately 


‘ for them, as respects the period of 
tt. that the Grand 
~ Jury Was dis hargea a day or tte 
before the arrest of these persoms, 
who would otherwise have been put 

“on their trial mfmediately. But a 
“ spectal! court for that particular pur- 
“* pose has been ordered for the 15th 
“of December mstead of the 11th of 
“ April, when’ the stated session will 
“ be held; and I em informed that 


'** this unevsual act of accommodation 
*“ dated Sith June, 1994;—serond, a | 


“to prisoners has not been found 
“ consistent with the multifarious be- 
““‘siness of the Court for the last &f- 
“* teen years, nor can it now be grant- 
° “ee without both public and private 

*meonvenience. There are comsi- 

derations of the greatest character 


“* connected with the proposed Special 


* session, which may perhaps prevent 
** its taking place. The Circuit Jadge 


‘S canmot attend it- by reason of his 
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But the Ju ve. whose Fespect 
for lus Statian and hus duty saggests 


w these anlucipations, Is ani- 
em this as on all occamons 
nthe best dispestuoms to admi- 
nisier justice with the mercy af 
pramptitude. He will, mo doubt, 
undertake alone the Ieborious re- 
spomsible functions of the Special 
Session, unless im kis dehberate 
zment there should be sausfac- 

"y reasons for referring this case, 

ke all others that have been tried 

in thus district, for the last fifteen 
years, to the regular and stated 
“ Session of the court constituted as 
I have, &c. 


“ © 1. [neersoi..” 


veTeit ofare. 
( Sagned ) 


With regard to this statement of 
Mr. Incarsoct, you will frst give me 
are to observe, that, in my fhird 


bserving upon the tendency 


Piter 
“S Sale 
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ofthe Acts of Congress, of which [| 


J Mace T. 1818 
. ot New VY ork. Wre treth 


Teil eet a 


sts 
attacked, theagh the exre’vet hus 
s oat 2 
“hcl, would, perhaps. make HR quile 
safe for me te sav as mech. Hewever, 
hem a banging lawver: 
us wh. that [ pet has statement 
mprnt. Bercling er vot bengli 
R POrevtre, de 
feremce to has statement, that be Res 
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mace the attemnpt which | deecribed 
mm wee third better. and that be has 
oratsedal % Wri hat very cersfroctiosg 
which I said the Act eoald edait of - 


which makes it quite clear that neither 
of the Acts can reswaie ia fore. 

4 maa of more taleat and of les 
presem ptier and less o@ennre maseer 
than Mr. Iwcrmsotur: & man, whe 
woeld have known how to appear 
friendly te the cavse of the patricts, 
really ¢ from 


= >» »~- a 
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while be was 


' whaterer motive, to the cause of the 


petticoat maker: secha man weald 
have rendered it extreme'y diticelt for 
the District Jedge and the Grand 
Jary to act a lenient part. Mr. Ivy. 
GERSOLL appears to have been too fall 
of his own consegaence to bea good 
adrecate in sech a case. The very 


tene of his statement: his waspish 


observations en the cendect of the 
Judge; his sarcasm on that gentle. 
san, while it is perfectly Dlentiess as 


sarcasm, is extremely eficacioss ia 


' discovering his ewn anager and marti- 


He appears to be se mach 


,° 
ark 2 ron. 


‘of a party, that it is no wonder, that 


ae 


” 


Was Speaking, i said, *. that man must > 


“ bea dungitag lawyer, indeed, who 
“cannet, upon this Section of the 
* Act, find the means of convicting 
“any man, and of exposing him to a 
“ pugishment more severe then that 
“ ef death.” Now, I dare not say, 
that Mr. Inceasot: is a  dungling 
‘axyer ; because the professional gen- 
tlemen in Pennsylvania are, as I have 
Seod reason to remember, extremely 


“. 


(in-skinaed, when they are the party 
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the Grand Jury should have adepted 
none of the impressians which he en. 
dearoured to force upon their minds, 
“ The Grand Jury! What had he 
“todo with the Grand Jeary?" you 
will say. Indeed, I could hardly be- 
lieve my own cars, when I was in. 
formed, that the Grand Jury was, 
upon this occasion, addressed by the 
Attorney-General. Never having head 
et dreamt of such a proceeding be- 
fore, I was very particular ia my en. 
guiries aboat it, and I can assure you 
that it was the fact. I do not kaow 
that Mr. Incrrsort. challenged the 
jurisdiction of the Court to its face, 
as he has done in the above statement ; 
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but I know very well, that he did ad- 
dress the Grand Jury, and that he 
told them, before they were sworn in, 
that, if any one of them felt the small- 
est sympathy for the prisoners, or for 
the cause in which they were engaged, 
that man was unfit to be upon the 
Jury, and ought not to take the oath. 
He said a great deal more; bvt, at 


last, it appears, what he said had no 
effect. The Judge, it seems, scouted 


this strange notion about sympathy, as 


not only unknown to any principle 
of law or justice, but as being, in the 
present case, perfectly ridiculous, sce 
ing that no man in the country was 
to be found destitute of such sym- 


pathy, except, indeed, the agents of 


Old Spaiv. This proceeding, on the 
part of the Attorney-General, was, in 
the first place, wholly novel. He 
must have known that he was com- 
mitting an outrage upon the feclings 
of the Judge by this audacious usur- 
pation of his functions. He must have 
known that the public feeling was 
against him, otherwise why did he so 
labour to guard against the cffects of 
‘this terrible sympathy ? He must have 
known that he was not acting accord- 
ing even to the feclings of the Govern- 
ment from which he holds his ‘com- 
mission ; for, the tone of Mr. Apams’s 
letter is by no means of that hostile 
aod bitter description towards the 
gentlemen imprisoned. Sceing that he 
must have known all this, where are 
we to look for the mottve for his con- 
duct? A man, be his rank what it 
may, does not, in this coun!ry, lightly 
set public opinion and pn'ilic feeling 
at defiance. Besides, Mr. Pevers, the 
District Judge, is a gentleman ef very 
long standing in high station. I be- 


lieve he has been forty years, either | 


speaker or member in the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, and that he has been 
more than twenty years a Judge; be- 
sides being a gentleman always ef con- 
siderable wealth and private estate, 
and always very much respected by 
all parties. Mr. Incersoxt is in no 
respect a person to weigh in the scale 
against Mr. Parmgs; and, therefore, 


To Major CARTWRIGHT. 
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if you look at the close of Mr. Ix. 
GERSOLL's statement to Mr. Anany, 
where the former of these makes 
very free with the understanding a 7 
well as with the decision of the Dis. 
trict Judge, you will agree with me, 
that there must have beem @ most pow. 
erful motive at bottom. The public 
here have had no scruple in naming 
that motive in very distinct’ terms, 
The matter is of less consequence 
on your side of the water, and, there. 
fore, I shall say no more about it. 
You will perceive in Mr. Incnp. 
soue’s statement, that he talks about 
a regular drill being carried on * at 
‘6 the Colonel’s head-quarters.” Only 
think, my dear Sir, of a regular drill 
of eleven persons, all of whom were 
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old soldiers! This may be a good Maye rv 
hint for our Boroughmongers; and, Bar | 


| H 
men! 
g10G 


he | 


when I shall again have the happiness 
to mect you, you having been a Ma 
jor, and I having been a Serjeant 
Major, the traitors may take a hint 
from Mr. I[ncersoxt, and indict us for 
holding aregular dril.. Indce«’, their 
spies in Lancashire and Nottingham 
shire have already, and years back, 
discovered a drilling of this sort. 
They discovered, that the “ disaffed- 
ed’? (meaning the oppressed) held “a 
‘‘ regular drill” by night! Only 
think of adrill by night. The dealers 
in blood never could see this drill; 
but they heard the words of com- 
mand; they heard the arms rattle; 
and, precions villains! they swore 
that there was a regular drill of whole 
companies, squadrons, and battalions! 
So that Mr, Incersoxx’s notion of 4 
regular drill, whatever other merit it 
may have, does not appear to be wholly 
original. 

In another part of his statement he 
says that Colonel Neepuam “had re 
** enjisted Mr. Hocan in this country.” 
Now,.if yourefer to the Acts of Cov 
gress, you will find, that it would have 
been criminal to raise soldiers, or t0 
embody and set on foot a military 
corps for the purposes specified in the 
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could be made out, there would 


Acts. If facts of this each Ape 
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LDAms, 

kes so Mecoudt of a violation of the law. 
ling as Jpeicnce these allegations about drilling | 
@ Dis. d about the Colonel’s head-quarters. 
th me, JagPretty head-quarters! to wit, as Mr. 
t pow. JxGERSOLL Says: a gentleman’s lodg- 
public fangs at a boarding-house, without sen- 
jaming inel at his door and without the pos- 
terms. ibility of having the command or any 
ruence faspecies of authority over any one of 
there. heeleven persons in his company or 


ae yy other person in the country, 


NGxgp. Map bese were pretty head-quarters, in- 
about Mageced! Strain, if you please, Mr. In- 
) *6 gy Biccrsort; but, you will, in future, Ij 


Only should hope, have the precaution to 
r drill Histrain witha more delicate hand, The 
were esult of your late proceedings may 

gool mserve to teach you, that plain truth is 


and, ar better than over-straining. 

pines Hence, too, this part of the state- 
a Ma Mment about the re-enlisting of Mr. 
jeant- MHOGAN, who, it appears, was one of 
a hint Mgetbe informers against Colonel Neep- 
us for MaetAM and his associates. Mr. Hogan 
, their wore this, as Mr. Incersoun repre- 
gham faeee"'s. He might swear it; but the 
back, hing was impossible. No enlistment 


sort. Mateat Coionel NerepHam could make 
affect. puld be binding upon Hogan. If 
Jd “a be Colonel had given him a hundred 
Only Hieeveas bounty, and had sworn him 
‘ealers n, the agreement was cancelled, of 
drill; tself. It was a nullity. English 
com- ioldiers or sailors, lasding in this 
cattle; ountry, under the command of their 
swore Maplieers, who are present with them on 



































whole hespot, become free, if they chouse 
lions! He". the moment they land ; and, though 
n of a Mette act, supposing the men to have 
erit it Hie'ecly enlisted and to have been treated 


justly, is a very dishonourable act in 
self, still the laws of no country, 
xcept under the despotisms of EKu- 


wholly 


ent he 
ad re 
ntry.” 
f Con- 








has made a similar contract upon en- 
tering into a foreign service. The 
















dj have oly Alliance and the Alien Act in 
or to ugland are monsters in Government, 
ilitary ut these monsters have not yet ex- 
in the MP ded their influence in the -United 


States, Therefore, there could be no 
reenlistment, ia fact.. The thing is 
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“lat light it must, of course, have ap- 


oe 
< es 
oe oe 


ile 
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ope, refuse liberty to any man who | 


idiculous upon the face of it ; and in 
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peared to the Grand Jury at Phila. 
del phia. 


It is useless to detain you longer 


| with observations upon this statement. 


As to the murder, which it commits 
upon the English language, it is hap- 
pily innocent in its effects; but, in 
justice to the legal gentlemen of this 
country, [ ought to observe that I 
regard this statement, as an exception 
to, rather than as a specimen of, their 
written performances. How a man 
of such very moderate talent as is dis- 
covered in this statement, as well as in 
the whole of these proceedings of Mr. 
INGERSOLL; how such aman came to 
be placed in so eminent a station, is a 
question that | am unable to answer ; 
but, at any rate, those who assume 
the responsibility of selecting men for 
high public stations, should take care, 
it seems to me, that, when they choose 
to dispense with talent, to provide 
against a want of a proportionate de- 
gree of modesty. Presumption is be- 
coming inno man; but it amounts to 
audacity and insolence when we meet 
with it unaccompanied with command. 
ing intellectual powers. ‘That which 
the nation bore with some degree of 
patience from Pitt, it beholds in Cas. 
TLEREAGH with a mixture ef scorn 
and abherrence. 

You will perceive, from Mr. ADAMs’s 
letter, that he points out to Mr. Ba- 
GOT some errors in the statement of 
the officers, which errors he appears 
to suppose to exist, because the me» 
morial of the officers, is, im some re- 
spects, I suppose, contradicted by 
Mr. InceErRso..’s statement. The 
officers, therefore, upon the receipt 
of this document from Mr. Bagor, 
drew up a regular and circumstancial 
commentary upon the Attorney Ge- 
neral’s statement. In this commen- 
tary they have compleatly answered 
and refuted every pretended charge 
against them; at the same time they 
have frankly and manfully declared 
the real truth as well with regard to 
‘their intentions as their acts. At a 


leisure moment, If will send you @. 





copy of this commentary, the original 
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ef which is of course in Mr. Bacort’s 
possession. At present it 1s unneces- 
sary todo this, seeing that the state- 
ment of the Attorney General itself 
is quite sufficient. It requires no 
other exposure than that which it con- 
tains within its own rien. -he and 
sentences. He feared the Judge, he 
feared the Jury, he feared ¢ria/. He 
feared every thing that ceuld afford 
these officers a chance of being at li- 
berty to pursue their honourable voy- 
age. fle says, “it happened quéle 
*‘ unfortunately that the Grand Jury 
** was discharged a day or two before 
‘the arrest of these persons, who 
** would, otherwise, have been put on 
“** their trial immediately.” Weil, as 


this was “ gurfe unfortunate” (not to 


quarrel with the affectation of the 
phrase); as this was ‘* quite unfor- 
tunate,” we naturally expect to hear 
him express his pleasure, when he 
proceeds to say that, “‘ a special court 
‘* for that particular purpose has been 
“ ordered for the 15th of December 
** instead of the 11th of April.” We 
naturally expect to hear him express 
his pleasure at this. Not he, faith! 
But he begins, immediately, to talk 
of the novelty of this order, and of 
this unusual act of accommodation to 
prisoners; and then he says, ‘‘ nor 
** can it now be granted without both 
** public and private inconvenience.” 
Though it has been granted. Though 
the Judge has made the order. And 
then the Attorney-General goes on 
to solicit the government, in an in- 
direct manner, to interfere with the 
Judge, and to prevent the Special 
Session from taking place. And 
drawls along to the end of his letter 
in a strain of sarcasm so awkwardly 
managed as to cut only against him- 
self, 

You see, then, my dear Sir, that 
‘what he wanted was delay. He saw 
eleven gentlemen engaged in the 
cause of the Spanish Patriots, and if 
hé could keep them in the jail of Phi- 
ladelphia for six months, he had logic 
enough in his head to arrive at the 

~ conclusion that, during those six 
_ months, they would not be able to 








im 


















render much service to that cause Me >* 
However, he himself has rendered par 
more real service to that cause thay Me ®"" 
these gentlemen could have rendered Hm" 
it, even if they had raised fiity times er 
their numbers and safely landed HR!" 
months ago on the shores of South he 
Ameriea; for, by his proceedings he abl 
has brought the question of Spanish My!“ 
America into full discussion; by his i ®:" 
proceedings he has shown what deeds, wid 


what oppressions, are capable of be- tou 
ing perpetrated under the Acts of that 
Congress of which I have spoken, im °"' 
By his proceedings he will cause those ime | 
acts to be repealed or modified; by HC" 
his proceedings he has roused the i’ 
feelings of the whole country, and ~ 


which feelings will, at last, communi- 
cate themselves to the Congress, and §"P: 
there produce that which is loudly pC"! 


called for by justice as well as by that wil 
love of universal freedom, which is mah 
inseparable from the hearts and minds lion 
of the great mass of the people. an 

As I observed to you beiore, the oe 


English Envoy, and also the English 
Consul, at Philadelphia, appear to 
have acted very properly, and even 
zealously upon this occasion. Mr. 
INGERSOLL, in his statement to the 
Secretary of State, volunteers th 
observation, that he understands that 
the imprisoned gentlemen, whom he, 
in his polite style, calls “* persons, 
had procured counsel ‘ through the 
“agency of the British Consul.” 
Well! and what then? What doe 
he mean by agency? He would think 
it rude, I dare say, if I were to asset! 
that he brought forward the prosect- 
tion ; er that he was procured, upd 
this occasion, through the agency 
the Spanish Consul. And yet, 
cording to his own statement, this ¥ 
the fact. However, the fact of th 
English Consul having acted a frient- 
ly part towards the prisoners is of 
importance in my view of the matte 
From the character of Mr. Gunpes! 
Rossrtson, who, I understand, ® 
our Consul at Philadelphia, I should 
be ied to expect every thing kiod ® 
disposition towardsEnglish gentlemes 
suitadte as the prisoners wexe;, buh 
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sA4GOT W have taken » One 
CAlise. Rigor would e taken the open 


dered fame Pet which they have taken in this 
thes Faflair, if they had not been pretty well 
déred convinced, that, at bottom, the Bo- 
times AEE TOUSHMongers are favourable to the 
aided independeace of the Spanish Colonies. 
South MEE Lbe truthis that they must be favour- 
nos he EE 2v1¢ 0 that cause. It is a curious co- 
Danish incidence, that in this one thing they 
by his Mae agree with us. Our reasons are 
deeds ‘widely different. We are favourable 
of be. Me '° the cause, because we are convinced 
cts of Mae teat that cause cannot triumph with- 
soken, fame ot bringing our triumph in its train. 
» those MEE Ley are favourable to the cause be- 
ds by cease of their manifold embarrass- 
sd the Wa ments and necessities, and because 
, their opposition would eventually be 


r, and _— 
p remry fruitless. They bolster themselves 
s, and MeeUP> too, with the hope that this new 


loudly gp .0ut-let to manufactures and enterprize 
ny thet (ae Wl! hush the nation for a while, and 
hich is ME 2ke it forget, possibly, their usurpa- 
tions, their oppressions, thefr dun- 
geons, their gags, and their dealers in 
‘s the Aman blood. It is very curious to 

, observe, also, whom the English Minis- 


| minds 


Snglish dinis 
od to ME (¢? and Consul are associated with, in 
: ' . 2 
d even this country,,upon this particular occa- 


Mr feec2. You would expect, perhaps, 
that the imprisoned gentlemen, being 
English officers, would have met with 
‘ds that consolation and assistance from the 

English merchants, and the bustling 
sfepuiled-up agents of great English 
agh the manufacturers, who are always talk- 


onl” ing about their loyalty, and who form 
at dott themselves into what they call St. 


think GEORGE'S Societies, where they make 
5 asset! Ma O™poTary additioa to their native 

stupidity by drinking ‘‘ the King, 
1 upol “God bless him!” and then a bum- 

per with bawlings nine times over for 
is Majesty, followed by bumpers to 
his w1s tach member of his gracious and royal 






of temmercseny, by mo means forgetting 
- frient- ler Majesty. Whether they drink 
. of real her Royal Highness the Princess of 
‘patie Va.gs, is more than I can say. You 
spss Would expect, perhaps, that some of 
and, isecee gentlemen, bursting with loy- 
" alty, while the oath of abfuration 
: suil sucks in their throats ; you would 


“spect, perhaps, that, for mere d¢- 
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un persuaded that neither he nor Mr, | cency’s sake, some of these abjurers, 


/who are for ever bawling about the 
‘English army and navy; you would 
expect, merely for outward show, tf for 
‘nothing else, some of these men would 
have shown a little sympathy for the 
‘gentlemen imprisoned; that they 
| would have visited them in their pri- 
‘son; that they would have tendered 
| themselves as bail for them. Not at 
iall. Not a reptile of them has stirred 
faninch. Mr. Caxey of Philadelphia 
lent them his powerful assistance; 
and Mr. Carey is a gentleman who 
left Ireland many year's ago on ac- 
count of the oppression of his coun- 
try, and on account of that denial of 
liberty which existed there and which 
did not exist here. But, you will 
know at once what is the descrip- 
tion of persons from wh om these gen- 
tlemen have received consolation and 
assistance, when | tell you that your 
highly esteemed friend Hutme hag 
been amongst the most active and 
most zealous. Is it not curious, my 
dear Sir, that the English Minister 
and English Consul should be here 
acting in concert with those very men 
that the injustice of the Boroughmon- 
gers have compelled to transport 
hither their families and their fortunes? 

‘The cause isas I have above described 
it; and in this strange and apparently 
unnatural co-operation, I see no weak 
symptom of a disposition in the nation 
at home. AsI have frequeutly said, 
so ] again say, that England mast in- 
terfere for the Spanish Colonies, and 
that she cannot interfere against them. 
Fain would the Boroughmongers avoid 
an interference; but, as the thing will 
be done without them if they do not 
interfere, and as they dare aot inter- 
fere against the colonies, they must 
and they will yield to the general 
voice of the nation, and interfere for 
them. 

In the mean while, every thing that 
{ behold here contains promise of suce 
cess to the colonies. ‘The voice of the 
people here is for them. ‘lhe Holy 
Alliance is such a monster that it is 
beheid here with feelings of abhorrence 
not to be deseribed. ‘There is some- 
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thing so audaciously tyrannical in a 
combination against the liberties of 
every man in the world; in conven- 
tions and treaties to surrender fugi- 
tives and to suffer the blood-hounds of 
one tyranny to pursue their game 
within the confines of another tyranny, 
as is now the case in Europe; there 
is something so insolent in this ; 
something so much worse than any 
thing that is recorded of the devil, 
that it fills every breast with unalter- 
able resentment against the hatchers 
and contrivers of a system which 
seems to consider man as more de- 
graded than the brute. ‘There are no 
persons belonging to the Government 
of this country who view with appro- 
bation so infernal a system as that of 
the Holy Alliance; bur,if there were 
they would be compelled to hold their 
tongues, or they would soon be dis- 
missed and sent to sneak out their 
lives in oblivion. 

Therefore, let the Boroughmongers 
be assured, and I have great pleasure 
in conveying to them the news, that, 
if, with their dungeons and gags, they 
should be able to restrain the Enuglish 
nation from giving its countenance 
and assistance to the cause of the 


Colonies, they will not be able to res- | 


train, the people of America from 
giving that countenance and that as- 
sistance. 

It was my intention to have made 
come observations on the sort of em- 
ployment which Sir Francis Burpert 
has given himself amongst the Place- 
men, Pensioners, Boroughmongersand 
Bag-pipers of Ireland, while some of 
the poor Deputies are pining in those 
jails and dungeons, to which they have 
been introduced in consequence of his 
having called them together under his 
own hand. It was my intention to 
have reminded him of-his having told 
Mr. Wicserrorce only during the 
last Session, that it was the duty of a 
good Christian to visit the imprisoned, 
and that one of the accusations against 
the damned would be, that they had 
neglected to perform that duty. It 
was my intention to have made some 
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remarks upon’ the conduct of a felloy 
at Manchester of the name of Cross, 
who, as the news-papers tell me, de, 
fended the poor fellows at Derby, by 
impudently asserting that they had 
been led to commit treason by the 
reading of Cobbett’s Register, when 
the fellow must have known, that 
there had been no Register published 
for more than two months previous to 
the riot, and that, until the Register 
was stopped by my leaving England, 
no riot whatever took place in any 
part of the country for many months, 
though those months were unparal. 
lelled in point of suffering. It was 
my intention to have made some 
remarks on the very feeble at. 
tempts which have been made to apo. 
logise for and explain away the con. 
duct of Sir Francis Burnett. But, 
these topics mast be reserved for a fu- 
ture occasion, and, in the meanwhile, 
in perfect health and surrounded bya 
family equally healthy, and im auxiow 
hope that this letter will find you and 
all who are dear to you, in the same 
state, - I remain, 
Yoar faithful friend, 
And most obedient humble servant, 
Wm. COBBETT. 

P.S. L have received several letters 
from the wives, or other relations, o 
the men in prison under the Absolule- 
power-ef-imprisonment Act; and wil 
attend to ail of them, and the partic 
shall hear from me very shortly. | 
have just seen, in the news-papers, 
that Mr, Hunt made his appearance 
at Derby, during the trials there 
October. his was acting a. part tha 
becamehim. Sir FraScis Burpst 
whose paternal estate lies in this sam? 
county of Derby, was regaling with 
the Boroughmongersin Ireland. Dery 
was the place for him to have bees %4 
while the ten crown Counsellors and 
Mr. Cross of Manchester were at thet 
work. I'll engage that Mr. Hon 
visited some, at least, of the poor cre 
tures, whose husbands and fathers & 
in dungeons. ri Soha tie es 
| Error.—No. 9, column 287, fine 14; ™ 
-now read own. | 


a 








. ue 





Cntered at Stationers’ Hall. 
Printed and Pyblished by and for Wu. Jacksow, No. 11, Newcastle Stxcet, and 192, Senand 


an) ET ues. 


ee, ee 














32 


1\ 


E] 


| oO) 


care 
eau 
of | 
in 
be 

ere 
diff 
bee 
fee 
An 
for 
wal 
cou 
Stat 
for 
cou 


has 






